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[> Bills and Blank Receipts will be forward- 
ed to the Agents for this work, generally, in a 
short time; and all, who are in arrears, are re- 
spectfully and earnestly requested to liquidate 
the sums now due for the present, as well as 
According to the terms' 
of subscription, the price of each volume is ex-| 
pected in advance. As the sum, demanded, is 





the preceding volumes. 


very small, it is hoped that the requisition will) 
he readily complied with. 

The existence of the establishment is entire- 
ly dependent on the punctuality of those who} 
patronize it:—and it may be reasonably calcu-| 


have embarked for Port-au-Prince, on board a 
vessel owned by Elisha Tyson, of this city, som 
of the late distinguished and venerable emanci- 
pator, of that name. 

This one act, conceived in religious benevo- 
lence, and brought forth in the true spirit of hu- 


|manity and patriotism, outweighs all the pre- 
Sitentions of the greatest theorizing philanthro- 


pists, which America can boast. It is a practi- 
cal illustration of the wholesome effects pro- 


|duced by the exercise of Christian charity, and 


a disposition to pursue the path of honest rec- 


titude. The ralue of his slaves, was not esti- 


lated, that this hint will be a sufficient induce-| mated, in dollars and cents, by this pious and 


ment for such as entertain a wish for its pros-)| 


perity, to attend to the above notice. 

Subscribers, who reside in places where no) 
Agent has been appointed, are desired to remit. 
to the editor. The safety of the mails will be, 
guaranteed by him, in all cases, as respects the) 
eonveyance of money for subscriptions to this 
work. 





“AN ISRAELITE, INDEED!” 


“I would not have a slave, to fill my ground; 

To carry me; to fan me while I sleep, 

And tremble when I wake, for all the gold 

That sinews, bought and sold, have ever earned.” 





It is with the greatest pleasure, that the edi-| 
tor of this paper presents his readers with the) 
following important information. 

David Patterson, Esq. a gentleman who re- 
sides in Orange County, North Carolina, has re- 
cently emancipated a family of slaves, consist- 
ing of eleven in number, and sent them all to) 
the Republic of Hayti. This disinterested phi- 
lanthropist, is a very exemplary member of the 
Baptist Society. He had long been desirous of, 
breaking the chains of unconditional bondage 
with which his slaves were invested; but the, 
laws of that republican state would not permit 
it. He applied to some of the members of the 
American Colonization Society, to aid him in 
carrying his benevolent wishes into effect, but 
received no encouragement. At length, he was 
informed of the propositions of President Boy- 
er, and immediately resolved to close with, 
them. A few weeks since, the slaves arrived in 











Baltimore, to take their passage to Hayti; and liberated on condition of their, removal to Hayti? 


benevolent man. Had he made such a calcu- 
lation, he would have perceived that he was 
jabout to make a sacrifice of at least four thou- 
sand dollars!—and, with the exception of his 
slaves, he possessed but a very moderate share 
of the wealth of this world. Here is a proud 
example for others—and such an one as Busn- 
rop WasHineton, and many of what are called 
the greatest men in this nation, are not prepar- 
ed to set. And while they are pursuing the 
fleeting shadow of fame, by an ostentatious pro- 
fession of philanthropy, and a contest for dis- 
tinction as votaries of justice and benevolence, 


‘ithe humble follower of the crucified Saviour, 


and the sincere advocate of liberty and justice, 
will bear away the palm in triumph. 


While some persons are making a great dis- 
play of their humanity in decrying the foreign 
slave trade, and in devising plans for the expat- 
riation of the free people of colour, here is one 
iwho says to his slaves: Go forth, and enjoy the 
rights to which you are entitled, by the laws of 
nature, and of nature’s God. A deed so truly 
virtuous, will not be soon forgotten; and the 
name of David Patterson, Esq. will long be re- 
membered, to be associated with those of the 
most distinguished and practical advocates of 
Universal Emancipation. 


May we not indulge the hope, that the ex- 
ample set by this gentleman will be followed 
by others of his slave-holding countrymen; and 
that many more families of slaves will soon be 
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Law Decision. It is stated that a recent 
law decision, in the state of Missouri, runs 
thus:—“That the residence of a master, with 
his slave,in Illinois, with the intention of mak- 
ing that state his permanent place of abode, 
gives to the slave his freedom, by virtue of an 
ordinance made in 1787.” From this, it is to 
be inferred, that masters emigrating with their 
slaves from Illinois to Missouri, to evade the 
emancipating law of the former state, will still 
be subject to said law. 


Norra Carotina. The governor of 
this state, in his late message to the Le-| 
gislature, observes as follows: 


“The great pumber of slaves recently eman-) 
cipated in the United States, and thrown on the 
community, without woperty or regular em- 


lis astonishing to persons of experience 
‘and sober reflection. While the tree man 
of colour is represented as a deadly ene- 
my to the government, although he may 
have comparatively little cause to com- 
ipl ain, the slave is spoken of as a hiurm- 
less being, notwithstanding his passione 
lare operated upon by every feeling of the 
most rancorous animosity, and every in- 
icitement to acts of open hostility. Many 
instances have been recorded, tending to 
shew the falsity of this doctrine.—-And at 
this moment, the free coloured popula- 
tion in some of the Spanish provinces, is 
considered a rampart against the insur- 
rectionary efforts oi the slaves. 

lf we were to view this subject in its 








ployment, has constrained a considerable pro-|| 


portion of those miserable people to emigrate: 
to Hayti, for protection and the blessings of! 
equality. Also many free persons of color, who 
never tasted the bitter cup of slavery, have vi-! 
sited that island. It is suggested, with much. 
diffidence, whether it would not be expedient. 
to prevent a return of those emigrants to our 
state, as a view of our own safety and tranquil-! 
ity seems to require this prohibitory measure.” 


From what is here expressed, it would) 


seem that the increase of the free colour- 
ed population, in North Carolina, is con- 
sidered a source of apprehension and) 
alarm to some of her statesmen. If this), 
were not the case, it is presumed that the 
executive would have forborne to notice 
the matter in his official capacity Waiving 
the question respecting the justice or pro- 
priety of the measure suggested by his 
excellency, it may be asked why the same 
sensibility is not manifested in regard to 
the augmentation of the number ot slaves? 
Is it to be supposed, that the ‘‘miserable 
people” who daily feel the scorpion sting}; 
of tyrannic power, and taste the “bitter 
cup of slavery,” will be more easily re-; 


conciled to their lot, or more contented 
under the galling yoke of unconditional) 


bondage, than those who are in a state of|| 
freedom, and at liberty to pursue their 
avocations as best suits their inclination? 
Is it reasonable to suppose that the latter 
would be more likely to endanger tlie 
“safety and tranquility” of the state, than 
the former? There isa fallacy in the ar- 
guments of some men, on this point, which 





true light, discarding the arbitrary sway 
of ayaricious motives, we should soon 
perceive that all the danger we have to 
apprehend from the coloured people in 
this country, arises from the system of 
oppression under which a part of them 
are groaning. Do away this system—let 
every man enjoy the rights that nature 
conierred upon him, and which we have 
solemnly declared he ought to possess, 
and there will no longer be the least 
‘cause of alarm, or the smallest de gree of 
danger, relative to the increase ot our col- 
‘oured population. 


MANUMISSION SOCIETY OF TENNESSEE. 

Extract of a letter from the President of 
the Muanumission Society of Tennessee, 
to the editor of the Genius of Universal 
Emancipation, dated the 5th of the 1st 
month (Junuary) 1825. 


‘At our last Convention Merting, the 
spirit of humanity appeared quite alive 
\Memorials were prepared, and ordered 
ito be presented, to Congress, our state 
Legislature, the branches of the Manu- 
mission Society, and the diflerent societies 
of professing Christians, in the United 
‘States. | have had several accounts 
from places where the last mentioned ad- 
tiress* was read in large meetings, 
and so far approved, as to occasion the 
appointment of committees to return an- 





| 





*See the address here alluded to, page 73. 
EDITOR. 
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swers to the next Convention. One oi 
the members oi the late convention. at- 
tended the Synod of West Tennessee, a 
short time since, as an elder of that Soci- 
ety, aud had one of said addresses reac 
therein. It was warmly “opposed by 
some of the members irom Louisiana, 
Alabama, and West ‘Tennessee; but after 
much investigation, truth and justice pre 
vailed; and a committee prepared an en- 
couraging answer to the Convention. 


lam much pleased with the proposi 
tions of President Boyer, and tie pro- 
gress which the colored people appear to 
be making, in regard to their removal to 
the Haytten Republic, where it is likely 
that all may enjoy their freedom. 

The Convention considered the sub- 
ject to which its attention was invited in 
thy communication relative to the emi- 
gration of the free people of colour to 
Hayti. - And theugh the matter was new 
to some of the members. the Convention 
unanimously concurred in the opmion re- 
specting the propriety of giving encour- 
agement thereto, provided that the mo 
tives of the President are found to be 
pure. Enclosed, 1 send a copy of the 
resolutions adopted upon the occasion, 
and directed to be forwarded to thiee. 


{am very desirous that the friends of 
emancipation shall more generally peti- 
tion the Legislative Authorities tor the 


‘ : ; oe : j 
melioration of the condition of slaves; 


and, particularly, to stop the inhuman, 
barbarous. internal traftic in the flesh and 
blood of men; and also, to have laws en- 
acted, declaring it illegal to hold any as 
slaves, who shall be born atier a stated 
period, But while proiessurs of Chris- 
tianity, and even ministers of the gospel, 
are not ashamed of the disgracetul anti- 
christian practice of holding their fellow 
men in a state of slavery, it will be dith- 
cult to effect these humane objects. | 
am not without the hope that the active 
part which the people and government ot 
England are taking in the abolition of 
slavery in the whole of their dominions, 
- will bring republican America to a serious 
reflection upon the subject.” 

The following are the resolutiens o 





he Convention, alluded to in the lorego- 
ing letter of the President. 

Kesolved, by the Tenth Annual Conven- 
tion of the Manumission Society of Ten- 
nessee,held at Lost Creek Meeting House, 
Jefferson county, on the 16th and 17th 
days of August, 1824, that so far as con- 
fidence may be placed in the humane 
overtures of the Haytien government, 
they are calculated to inspire the Ameri- 
can Philanthropist wit the pleasing anti- 
cipation of final success; and that this 
Convention recoinmend their encourage- 
ment, as far as may comport with the 
Constitution and laws of the United States. 

2d. Resolved, That the above is con- 
sidered as an answer to the address for- 
warded to this Convention by Benjamin 
Lundy. 
Signed by order of the Convention. 
JAMES JONES, President. 
Witriam Minnis, Clk. pro. tem. 





SOUTH CAROLINA, 

In the Legislature of South Carolina, 
there appears lately to have existed a 
considerable degree of ferment respect- 
ing their regulations in regard to colour- 
ed persons. Four seamen, belonging to 
a British vessel, were arrested and im- 
prisoned some time since under the law 
of that state, forbidding the entrance of 
people of colour into the ports thereof. 
The case was carried before Judge John- 
son, of the Supreme Court of the United 
States, and the law was declared by him 
to be unconstitutional. The British Min- 
ister also opened a correspondence with 
our Government upon the occasion; and 
the Attorney General of the United States 
likewise decided against the constitution- 
ality of the law in question These 
matters being laid before the Governor 
of the State, he sent a furious message 
to the Legislature, concluding as follows: 

“There should be a spirit of concert 
and of action among the Slave-holding 
States, and a determined resistance to any 
violation of their local institutions.- The 
crisis seems to have arrived when we 





are called upon to protect ourselves.— 
The President of the United States, and 
his law adviser, so far from resisting the 
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efforts of a foreign ministry, appear to 
be disposed, by an argument drawn from 
the overwhelming powers oi the Gen- 
eral government, to make us the passive/||t 
instruments of a policy, at war not only 
with our interests, but destructive also of 
our national existence. The evils of} 
slavery have been visited upon us by the 
cupidity of those who are now the cham- 
pions of universal emancipation, A firm) 
determination to resist, at the threshold,| 
every invasion of our domestic tranquil-/) 
lity, and to preserve our sovereignty and 
independence as a state, is earnestly re- 
commended; and, if an appeal to the 
first principles of the right of ‘self-gov-| 
ernment be disregarded, and reason be 
successfully combatted by sophistry and) 
error, there would be more glory in 
forming a rampart with our bodies on the 
confines of our territory, than to be the) 
victims of a successful rebellion, or the} 
slaves of a great consolidated govern- 
ment.”’ | 

The aforesaid message was presented | 
tothe Legislature, on the Ist. ultimo. and) 
on the 4th. the resolutions, below, were} 
introduced into the Senate by Dr. John) 
Ramsay. 

“Resolved, That the State of South) 
Carolina, is desirous of complying with), 
any measure necessary to promote har-| 
mony between this State, and the goy- 
ernment of the United States and foreign) 
nations, and will cheerfully comply in all! 
cases which do not involve a surrender| 
of the safety and inherent rights of the} 
State. 

Resolved, ‘That the Legislature of this), 
State, has carefully considered the doc-|! 
uments transmitted by the President of 
the United States, being a correspondence ; 
with the British Minister, relative to a 
law passed December 1822, regulating 
free negroes and persons of colour, and | 
can yet perceive no departure from the// 
duties and rights of this State, or of the! | 
United States, in that law. 

Resolved, That the Legislature sees 
with profound regret the alarming symp- 
toms of an unconstitutional interference), 
with her coloured population, whose con- 
dition, as it existed at the establishment 


k 
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| 


i 


| 
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of the present constitution of the United 
tates, is expressly recognized, (para- 
raph 3 of Sec. 2, of Art. 1.) and dis- 
inctly guarranteed by that instrument. 


Resolved, That it is as much the duty 
of the State, to guard against insubordi- 
nation or insurrection among our colour- 
ed population, or tocontrol and regulate 
any cause which might excite or produce 
it, as to guard against any other evil, po- 
litical or physical, which might assail us. 
This duty is paramount to all laws, all 
treaties, all constitutions. It arises from 
the supreme and permanent law of na- 
ture, the law of self-preservation; and 


™ 
5 
oT 
ti 


will never by this State be renounced, 


compromised, controlled, or participated 
with any power whatever. / 

Resolved, That this Legislature 
aware of the dangerous and insidious con- 
duct of a party in Great Britain and the 
‘United States, who are ever ready to in- 
idulge their benevolent propensities at the 
expense of their neighbours, and who 
seem to reflect with cou nplacency on the 
scenes of carnage, and cruelty, witch 
must be the result of their inconsiderate 
and mischievous machinations. 

Kesoived, That this Legislature sees 
with surprise, that the attention of the 
British Minister was not directed to the 
numerous acts which have been passed 
by the Parliament of Great Britain with- 
in the last twenty years, for the expul- 
sion of Aliens, and for the repeal of the 
‘Habeas Corpus act, founded on the sus- 
'picion that foreigners were intertferring 
with the domestic tranquillity of the 
country, and justified in Great Britain 
‘by the very law of self-preservation, to 
which we now appeal. 

Resolved, That this Legislature hav- 
ing received a very strange and ill ad- 
vised communication from the Legisla- 
ture of the State of Ohio, approves of 
the reply of the governor of Georgia to 
a similar communication, and will on this 


subject be ready to make common cause 
with the State of Georgia, 


and the other 
Southern States similarly circumstanced 
in this respect. 

Resolved, Therefore, that the Legis-_ \ 
lature of South Carolina protests against 
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- to interfere in any manner whatever with 
the domestic regulations and preserva- 
tory measures in respect to that part of 
her property which forms the coloured 
population of the State, and which pro- 
perty they will not permit to be meddled 
with, or tampered with, or in any man- 
ner ordered, regulated, or controlled by 
any other power, foreiga or domestic, 
than this Legislature.’’ 

If some of the remarks contained in 
the message and resolutions, here quoted, 
do not partake of downright treason, 
they, at least, manifest the same spirit of 
menace that frightened the ‘‘dough-faced 
gentry” in Cong ess, when the ‘Missouri 
bill’? was under discussion in that body. 
It is gratifying, however, to observe that 
the bane met its antidote in the House of 
Representatives, when the proceedings 
from the Senate were laid before it. The 
following are ‘‘prefatory remarks” to the 
report of the committee of the lower 
House. 

“Every citizen of these United States, 
owes a double allegiance; namely, to the! 
government of the United States, and to 
the government of the individual state to 
which he may belong. He has no right 
to give an undue preference to either, to 
elevate or depress one at the expense of 
the other; but beth, like his parents, are 
equally entitled to his love and reverence. 
That man, therefore, who disseminates 
' doctrines, whose tendency is to give an 
| unconstitutional preponderance to state 
or U. States’ rights, must be regarded as 
inimical to the forms of government un- 
der which we have hitherto so happily 
lived, and which the best menof our 
country have unceasingly prayed may be 
perpetual.”’ 

The resolutions below conclude the 
report: : 

‘1. Resolved, That all power is inher- 
ent in the people, and governments are 
instituted for their welfare. 


2. Resolved, That legislative repre- 
sentatives are the limited agents or ser- 
vants of the people, and not their sover- 
eigns; and that they can legally do no act 


a 



















any claims ef right of the United Statesfor beyond the scope of their authority. 


3. Resolved, That the people have 
conferred no power upon this state legis- 
lature, to impugn the acts of the federal 
government, or the decisions of the su- 
preme court of the United States. 


4. Resolved, That any exercise of such 
a power, by this state, would be an act of 
usurpation. 

5. Resolved, ‘That the representatives 
of the people in congress, are only res- 
ponsible, under God, to the people them- 
selves. 

6. Resolved, That the people of this 
state are quite competent to the superin- 
tendence and control of the conduct of 
their representatives in congress, as well 
as their representatives in this legislature. 


7. Resolved, That the state legislature 
has no power to originate amendments of 
the constitution of the United States, but 
only to apply to congress to call a con- 
vention of the people for that purpose. 


8 Resolved, That the liberty of the 
people of this country will be seriously 
endangered, whenever they permit their 
servants in this legislature, or in con- 
gress, to use any power not delegated to 
them.” 


EMIGRATION TO HAYTI.—No. IV. 


The remarks in my last Number, ap 
pears to have aroused the sensibilities of 
one of the advocates of African Coloni- 
zation. The measures adopted by the 
Society, which was organized for the spe- 
cial purpose of promoting that work, 
were not wholly condemned by me; but 
were spoken of as being inadequate to 
the accomplishment of the great and im- 
portant object which I have ever kept 
steadily in view, and the attainment of 
which is the end and aim of my exertions, 
viz. the total abolition of slavery in the 
United States. When | penned the article 
in question, | was aware that my views 
were not exactly in coincidence with 
those of many of our statesmen and pro- 
fessed philanthropists, and that the ground 
which | occupied would be contested.— 
But I felt myself prepared to meet an in- 











adverse to the interests of the people, 





vestigation of the subject, and what I ad- 
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vanced, I have reason to believe, can be 


maintained. 

The following communication was re- 
ceived a short time since, accompanied 
with a request that it might be laid before 
my readers. ‘This requisition is most 
cheerfully complied with; and the atten- 
tion of the public is particularly invited 
to the article, as well as the remarks that 
are appended to it. Though | am not at 
liberty to mention the name of the aut or 
of the communication, | may be permit- 
ted to observe, that few, if any, have had 
greater opportunities than he has, to ac- 
quaint themselves with the present poli- 
cy of the American peopie, relative to the 
subject under consideration, or have tak- 
en a more active part in measures grow- 
ing out of it. 


To the Editor of the Genius of Universal Emancipation. 

Str—A writer in the 47th number of 
your interesting paper, endeavours to 
prejudice your readers against the mem- 
bers of the American Colonization Soci- 
ety, by remarks, as unfounded as they are| 


Fiat Justitia Ruat Calum. 





uncharitable ‘The advocates of slave- 
ry,” he says, *‘as | have before observed, 
have retired from the field of argument ”’ 
‘And many of them have expressed a 
willingness to engage in the work of eman- 
cipation, provided the blacks can be re- 
moved from this country. But mark,” 
says this charitable writer, ‘the conduct 
of a few, who have even been foremost 
in using these expressions.—When the 
liberal propositions of President Boyer 
were made knuwn among us, they were 
streneously opposed, on the flimsy pretext 
that the emigration to Hayti would inter- 
fere with the plan of colonizing in Afri- 
ca; by which means, they tell us, that 
uarter of the globe is to be Christianiz- 
ed, and the slave trade abolished.”’ 
Now, Sir, there has been no opposition 
of any description, to the emigration to 





Hayti, of such free blacks, as may preter 
the government of President Boyer, and 
the soil, and climate, and language, and 
state of society, and religion of Hayti, to 
the institutions, political, moral and reli- 
gious, which others, of their race, seek 





to transplant, with their mother tongue, 
to the land of their remote progenitors. 





eee 
- What has been denominated **strene- 
ous opposition’’ was, in fact, applause for 
the object of President Boyer: but a per- 
severing adherence to the end, which the 
Colonization Society have kept steadily 
in view; the formation, on the coast of 
Africa, ofa line of colontes of free blacks, 
where such a colony already existed in 
Sierra Leone. Moreover, Sir, the Col- 
onization Society have expended more 
noney, out of their private funds, in be- 
alf of this uniortunate race among us, 
than ali the emancipation societies put to- 
gether; they have planted under the pa- 
ent endurance of the united reproaches 
of abolitionists and inveterate delenders 
of slavery, a colony of near three hun- 
dred free people of colour, at Monrovia, 
and they are, again, denounced, because 
they will not withdraw the colony, itself, 
the object ot President Boyer’s animated 
invectives, or leave it to perish by dis- 
tracting their own counsels for its sup- 
port, or dividing its funds, and tts friends. 

I repeat it. the advocates for African 
colonization have never opposed the 
wishes of any, but their own members, to 
aid by money, or moral influence, the 
emigration to Hayti; and the reasons of 
their efloris to preserve unity, in their 
own society, are sufficiently obvious, te 
render a further development of them 
unnecessary. 

The single colony of Sierra Leone has 
done more for the abolition of the Afri- 
can slave trade, than all the friends of 
universal emancipation in America. 


It is a remarkable fact, that, until the 
year 1818, no law of the United States 
had ever been executed against the slave 
trade, though it had been prohibited ten 
years before: and the first execution of 
tat law, which was in the state of Geor- 
gia, consigned to slavery the re-captured 
Africans. It was at the instance, and b 
the exertion of a member of the Coloni- 
zation Society, that this law was amended, 
so as to provide tor the restoration to Af- 
rica of those unhappy beings, who, hav- 
ing been torn from their natal soil, might 
be rescued from the remorseless slave 
trader, by the American navy. The fed- 





leral government had, until that moment, 
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left their fate at the disposal of the state, 
that might first receive them: and Georgia 
was not singular, in having provided, by 
her own laws, that they should be consign- 
ed to perpetaal-bondage 

The new policy of the United States 
required a colony in Africa, always open 
to the reception of such captured Afri- 
cans. Hence, has arisen the connection 


between the Colonization Society, and the) 


American government. 

And would any Christian man abandon 
this policy? 
infant colony of Liberia to perish? 


support and nourishment of the hand 
which planted it, until it reac'es a matu- 
rity which would enable it to stand alone, 
and which it certainly has not yet attain- 
ed? This is but one, of many colonies, 
which the enemies of the slave trade and 
the friends of Africa, and her long perse- 
cuted and degraded children, hove to see 
planted along a coast, hitherto, with but 
two exceptions, the wasted theatre of the 
darkest crimes. 

These colonies will cut up the slave 
trade, by destroying its cause, as well as 
its effects. They will substitute a legiti- 
mate production of African labour for a 
cruel traffic in the labourers themselves: 
and they will open, along the desolate 
shores of that long afflicted continent, so 
many spacious havens to invite the return 
of her banished offspring. They wil/ re- 
turn. All of them, I trust, who live, at 
present, only to curse America, will, in 
time, go back, to civilize, to christianize, 
and to bless, under the providence of 
God, their parental soil. 

For this return, the Colonization Soci- 
ety are gradually preparing the public 
mind, throughout America. Their aux- 
iliary societies, now, pervade tlie United 
States. The religious societies of ten 
millions of people, now, countenance 
their purpose. The legislatures of New 
Jersey, Maryland, Virginia, Ohio, 'Ten- 
nessee and Georgia,have done so: and also 
the Congress of the United States. The 
time is fast approaching, when this ap- 
probation will assume a more active cha 
racter. 





If not, would he permit the) 
And | 
must it not perish, without the continued| 


| 





A boundless extent of national lands; 
a surplus revenue of three millions of 
‘dollars, annually increasing; an anticipat- 
ed surplus, at the end of ten years, when 
the public debt of the union will be dis- 
charged, of ten millions more—these, are 
ithe means, to which the friends of Ame- 
‘rica and Africa would look, to accomplish 
the noblest work of reform and regene- 
ration, that man ever attempted. 

Such a work will be worthy of the age 
and country which shall have given it 
birth, and advanced it towards maturity. 
Posterity must complete it, and reap its 
tempural rewards. 

Benevowus. 


This writer appears, in the outset, to 
have mistaken my meaning, in part, re- 
specting the grounds of the opposition to 
the emigration to Hayti. I stated that 
the propositions of President Boyer 
“were streneously opposed, on the flim- 
sy pretext, that the emigration to Hayti 
‘would interfere with the plan of coloniz- 
ing in Africa.” By ttalicising the words 
“flimsy pretext,”’ he gives us to under- 
stand that he supposed | considered it of 
no consequence if the success of the 
former measure should have the effect 





‘alluded to. This is not a correct inference 
from what was expressed, 


The literal 
meaning of the sentence is, that I was of . 
the opinion that it would have no such ef- 
fect. On the contrary, I believed that 
the great advantages to be realized by a 
removal of the coloured people to Hayti, 
would draw the attention of thousands te 
the subject, who probably would never 
have inquired into the propriety of their 
leaving this country to seek an asylum in 
Africa:—and, of course, the frequency of 
discussion would shed’ new light abroad, 
and increase the disposition, among all 
classes, to encourage expatriation. Ine 
telligence is the life of enterprise; the 
spirit of emigration would be awake; and 
owing to the various tastes of men, some 
would, no. doubt, prefer one place and 
some another. Can any person hesitate 


to believe that, in such a case, the plan 
ot colonizing in Africa would receive 
additional encouragement, and the work 





be greatly facilitated? 
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It is true, that | have never r felt dispos- 
ed to advocate, very ‘“‘streneously,’’ the 
measures pursued by the ‘Colonization 
Society.” 
been aware, that a considerable portion 
of its members were averse to the aboli-|| 
tion of slavery inthis country. This has 
been admitted by one of the managers. 
Secondly, although many of them desire 
the riddance of the wiole of the black 
population, it appears very unwise to 
choose a situation for that purpose, so far 
distant, that it will be almost impossible to 
effect the object; while it might be easily 
accomplished by selecting a more suitable 
place nearer our own shores, Yet I have 
not opposed the experiment which that 
Association has essayed to make, hoping 
that some good may result from it. 

It is very positively asserted, that the 
members of the Colonization Society have 
never attempted to discourage any from 
using their endeavours to promote the 
emigration to Hayti, except such as are 
engaged in the African Colonial undertak- 
ing. | confess that | had a different idea 
of the matier. And here | would ask: 
Why did an influential member of the 
Society aforesaid, from Virginia, repair 
to New York, and ‘“‘streneously”’ oppose 
the emigration to Hayti, in a meeting 

not of the Auxiliary Colonization Socie- 
ty, but) of the citizens generally, who 
had assembled for the purpose of consid- 
ering the propriety of seconding the pro- 
positions of President Boyer?—And, fur- 
ther, why do some of the public prints, 
that are in the interest of that Society, 
continually labour to misrepresent the 
views of the Haytien Cabinet, and eager- 
ly catch at every idle and unfounded re- 
port that is in the least degree unfavour- 
able to the cause of Haytien emigration, 
magnifying the same in some instances, 
and drawing the most unwarrantable con 
clusions therefrom?—Why, indeed, have 
the humane, the liberal, the generous 
evertures of the Executive of that gov- 
ernment, been wantonly construed into 
the most selfish and mercenary proposi- 
tions, as though they must have originated 
from the basest motives? Until these 
queries are satisfactorily answered, the 


in the first place, | have ever | 


cs oe 


af 
conduct of certain persons (if they, in 
reality, are not opposed to the emigration 
ito Hayti) must appear truly inexplicable. 
That the members of the Colonization 
Society have expended much money, in 
pursuit of their object, is admitted.— And 
it is equally true, that immense sums 
‘will yet be requisite, to effect any thing of 
importance, upou the plan which they 
have devised. I should be pleased to 
see a statement of the expenses already 
rocurred, in planting the colony of three 
hundred persons at Monrovia, within the 
last six years, that | might contrast it 
with the amount of cost in transporting 
the FIVE THOUSAND, to Hayti, in a period 
of six months, from the time that Citizen 
Granville entered upon the duties of his 
late mission to this country. I cannot 
calculate the relative proportion of mo- 
nies expended by the Society for coloniz- 
ing in Africa, and those for the abolition 
ot slavery, with the same degree of con- 
fidence that this writer does; but as to the 
good effects, arising from their respective 
labours, | must beg his pardon for differ- 
ing, W idely, with him in opinion. It can-- 
not be denied that the melioration of the 
suffering condition of the unfortunate, is 
the same in one part of the globe, that itis 
m another. If the individual members of 
the Abolition Societies do not travel to far 
distant lands tor the purpose of exercis- 
ing their philanthropy, they labour in 
the righteous calling at home. There, 
they have enough to do.—And there, 
much can be done without the aid of 
large sums of money. They are aware 
that, to legislate effectually, they must 
legislate within the limits of their ac- 
knowledged jurisdiction. I will serious- 
ly put the question: Does the gentleman 
really think to make us believe that the 
advocates of African Colonization, both 
in America and England, have done even 
the tenth part that the Abolition Societies 
have, towards redeeming the sable race 
from the bonds of perpetual servitude?— 
In the several states of this Union, 
hundreds of thousands have been releas- 
ed from the chains of oppression, through 
the influence and instrumentality of these 





Societies.—And even the mest of those 
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who have been wrested from the fangs of 
the ocean ‘‘pirates,”’ are indebted to them 
for their deliverance, instead of the ex- 
clusive advocates of African Colonization, 
to whom, alone, the gentleman seems 
disposed to award the meed of virtuous 
fame tor their exertions in the cause 
Although it is the policy of ‘Abolition- 
ists’? to commence their labours at home, 
it will be seen that the effects thereof 
are not thus confined. Like the falling 
of a pebble into a still lake, their oper- 
ations appear insignificant at first; but the 
stagnant waters are stirred, and the un- 
dulating wave rolls far and wide. Has 
not every measure that has been adopt- 
ed, of late in our National Legislature, 
for the abolition of the ‘Slave Trade,” 
either originated with, or received the 
sanction, of the advocates of general 
emancipation? How, then, cau the friends 
of African Colonization take to them- 
selves the exclusive merit of liberating 
the captives from the slave-ships, either 
on the coast of America, or that of Afri- 
ca?—And how can it be supposed that 
“the single colony of Sierra Leone has 
done more for the abolition of the African 


slave trade, than all the friends of uni-||Of 


versal emancipation in America?”’ 


The advocates of African Coloni- 
zation talk loudly of ‘‘abolishing the 
slave trade.”” Even those among them 
who are opposed to emancipation, make 
it the frequent theme of declamation. 
These cheerfully join in its condemna- 
tion because it has now become unpopular, 
and because the measures adopted for 
its annihilation do not prevent them from 
procuring as many slaves as they desire. 
But what avails their animated discus- 
sions, their heavy denunciations, their 
penal laws, and the employment of mil- 
itary or naval forces, while they keep 
open the market for slaves, where tens 
of thousands are annually purchased, 
and the heaven-daring ‘pirate’? derives 
arich pecuniary profit from the havoc 
and cruelty which he delights in? The 
experience of many years is sufficient to 
shew that until this market shall be com- 
pletely abolished, the piratical traffic 





will be pursued, Nething human can 


prevent it. Were we to erect a wall of 


brass, that would fairly interdict the or- 
dinary intercourse between the interior 
of Africa and the ocean, the slave trader 
would surmount or undermine it. He 
would despise the gallows, or even the 
gleam of millions of bayonets, while the 
glitter of American dollars and eagles al- 
lures his avaricious eye. 

This subject will be resumed in my next. 





A Good Omen.—The Legislature of 
Georgia have passed an act to repeal all 
laws, and parts of laws, which authorize 
the selling into slavery of free persons of 
colour. A similar bill has passed the Le- 
gislature of Virginia. 





‘“WE NO SEN’, you No comE.”” 
The above is the name of a town, in 
the interior of Jamaica, inhabited by a 
large body of runaway slaves. A friend 
has very politely loaned to the editor of 
this work a Supplement to the Royal 
Gazette of Jamaica; from which it ap- 
pears that Island is in a dreadful condition. 

ADDRESS 

the Commuttee appointed by the Tenth 
Annual Convention of the Manumission 
Society of Tennessee, to the different Ju- 
dicatures of the Church of Christ. 


CuristTiAN BRETHREN: 

The Manumission Society of Tennes- 
see, wish to address you again on the im- 
portant subject of slavery. In calling 
your attention to this subject, in which 
we feel a most sericus concern, we wish 


become triends travelling through a world 
of error and sin, in which they are to make 
preparation for eternity. We therefore 
beg you to pause a. moment, and let us 
compare the principles of slavery, as it 
exists among us, with the holy religion 
we profess, and the divine precepts of 
our common Lord. What is our religion? 
Our Divine Master has told us, that the 
most prominent features were, to love the 
Lord our God, with all our heart, mind, 
soul and strength, and to love our neigh- 
bour as ourselves. And, it is also writtem 





in bis holy beok, as a rule of duty, to. 
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to use that sincerity and candor, which’ 
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honor all and to abound in love one to 
another. We are also there taught to 
consider the whole human race as one 
family, desended from the same original 
parent; and that God made of one blood all 
nations of men who dwell upon the face 
of the earth. We are also taught, that 
as all mankind are equally free, for one 
man to deprive another of liberty, or 





keep him in that condition, is an enor-! 
mous crime. 
and selleth him, or if he be found in his! 
hand, he shall surely be put to death. 
Exo. xx1. 16. The manstealer is en- 
rolled by the Apostle amongst the most 
notorious criminals. ‘Tim i. [0. 

Now let us ask what slavery is, as it 
stands between Africa, America, and the 
Supreme Judge of nations. Is it not 


injustice, cruelty, robbery, and murder,) 


reduced to a practical system? The 
dreadful answer is, that hosts of the dis- 
imbodied spirits of unoffending Africans 
have taken their flight to eternity from 
the dark holds of American slave ships, 
and their last quivering groans have as- 
cended on high to call for vengeance on 
the murderous deed, that stained the 
earth and ocean with their blood. When 
we ask what slavery is, we are answered 
by the civil wars existing in Africa—by 
the thousands slain by the hands of their 
brethren—by the captive’s last look of 
anguish at his native shore—by the blood 
and groans of the sufferers on the seas— 
by the sighs of men driven like herds of 
cattle to market--by the tears that furrow 
the wo-worn cheek of sorrow, as op- 
pression moulders down the African’s 
system. We are answered by these and 
a long list of bereavements, suffering and 
misery, on t:e one hand, and injustice, 
cruelty, and critne, on the other, that 
slavery is asystem of unhallowed iniqui- 
ty, practised by trampling down the dear- 
est rights of man, in violation of the 
laws of God, and all the laws which he 
has given man aut!erity to make. 

But it has long been pleaded as an ex- 
cuse, that the Africans are the descend- 
ants of Ham, and were predicted to live 
in servitude. Admitting this to be a fact, 





that they are descended from Ham, and 


‘the prediction rests upon them, this fur- 
jnishes no excuse for our conduct towards 
this unfortunate people; it is barely a pre- 
diction of what the people of other times 
would do, without containing any authori- 
ty for them to do it withimpunity. The 
treachery of Judas, and the crucifixion 
oft the Messiah, were foretold; yet the 
crime and cruelty of Judas and the Jews, 
‘were no less, on that account. When we 


And he that stealeth a manj/went to Africa for slaves, the prediction of 


‘Noah was not in all our thoughts—our 
object was, 

‘To geta man “to carry me, 

To fan me while I sleep,& tremble when I wake.” 

Our design being purely selfish, our 
conduct was stained with ali the injustice 
of man, assailing the dearest rights of his 
fellow man. 

Again, it has been insisted, that the 
Isrvelites retained the surrounding hea- 
then in servitude by divine authority.— 
This being a special permit of the Sover- 
eign of nations, when driving out the 
i{dolatrous inhabitants of Canaan before 
his peculiar people, it can give us no more 
‘authority to bold the Africans in perpetu- 
al bendage, than the special permit to the 
same people, to take the jewels of the 
Egyptians, will warrant us, to take away 
t e property of our neighbour wherever 
we can find it. Shall the shroud of anti- 
quity, veil the inconsistencies of slavery 
from our sight?—shall the sophistry of 
avarice warp our judgment, steal our 
conscience, and lead us on to the commis- 
sion’ of crimes, against which the curses of 
Jehovah stand in array? Let us remem- 
ber we are doing work for eternity.— 
Christian friends, are you exercising an 
authority over your ‘ellow beings which 
deprives them of their sacred rights?— 
How did you obtain this power?—Was 
not liberty wrested from this unfortunate 
people by the most daring kind of rob- 
bery, which al. Christian nations now ac- 
knowledge to be unjust and cruel? If 
the right be originally a spurious one, no 
transfer can make it better. If mid- 





night plundered goods, be bought at 
twice their worth, and then the thief 
twice punctually paid, can this give jus- 





tice to the claim, or recompense the own- 
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ers loss?) A banditti of human butchers, 
by means of the slave trade, brought 
these people to our country: the most 
disiiaguished men in the community. have 
bought them; they have been bought and 
sold, they have descended from fat er to 
son; and the degradation of the African 
has been hejred by his son, until the 
name of the first sufferers are forgotten 
But has justice, wearied out by moun- 
tain loads of wrong, sunk down into an 
eternal sleep?—Has the sophistry of in- 
terest inverted the laws of nature and 
of nature’s God?—Or is it a fact that 
justice still cries with respect to the Afri- 





can—‘*The hand that made, pronounced 
me free’’—and, that the laws of God, like) 
angry thunder still proclaims, that the) 
crimes which first seized the liberties of 
the Africans, fled with lightning speed 
to a holy register on high, and every 
wrong inflicted on their offspring, goes 
to swell the enormous guilt of first de- 
priving a people of their rights, and thea) 
from age to age, seizing the liberties of 
their offspring and repaying the injury 
done to the tather, by a full measure of 








injustice to his son. Pause, Christian 
friends, and let your thoughts go forward 
a step before you—soon you are to arrive 
at a period, when by the last judicial act 
of your lives, you are to make a distribu- 
tion of your property among your heirs. 
Do you intend in this solemn act, to as- 
sign to your children, a claim to the bones 
and sinews of a fellow being? Do you 
design there to rend the ties of husband, 





wife, brother, sister, parent and child? 
Do you design on the very verge of the’ 
grave, to say to yourslaves, although you 
were made of the same blood that | was— 
although you were made after the image 


of God himseli—although you possess the} p 


same kind of an immortal soul that | do, 
and are the same rational and accounta- 
ble beings that [ am; and although Jeho- 
vah himself hath said ‘the that stealeth a 
man and selleth him, or if he be found in 
his hands he shall surely be put to death:”’ 
yet I say unto you, go away into slavery 
and misery—be dependant on the will of 
my son(who may be a demon for aught | 


and happiness which God has given you-- 
and be ye, with all the countless number 
of your posterity, wretched slaves in 
this world, and destitute of the ordinary 
means of preparing for another? Oh, 
Christian, C ristian! shall the last act 
of your life be stained with injustice and 
cruelty? And are you willing to step 
from such a scene as this directly to the 
tribunal of a holy and impartial God, 
where you and your slaves must stand to- 
gether and be judzed before a collected 
universe? We beg you to pause a mo- 
ment, and examine whether slavery be 
asystem that can stand the scrutiny of 
that day for which all other days were 
made. 

If slavery be a system that our con- 
science would blush to meet at the bar of 
God, let usturn from it now, while on 
the gospel plains, When we retlect, 
that slavery is inconsistent with every 
principle of our goverment; that it Is 
lostering in the very bosom of our coun- 
try, a rapidly increasing population with 
every reason to render them hostile to 
our government, we believe that it is im- 
possible to maintain our claims on the 
sons of Africa forever. When we con- 
sider the injury done to this uniortunate 
people, we believe t at if theréis a God 
in the universe, his justice will not sleep 
forever. Slavery was introduced by 
our own voluntary agency; we believe 
that this agency must be called into ex- 
ercise todo away this evil, or it will e- 
ventually undo the liberty of America.— 
Liberty and slavery cannot always dwell 
together.—We therefore implore your 
assistance in the work in which we are 
engaged. Our object is plain and simple 
—**The gradual emancipation of the peo- 
le of color.” 

We wish this to be done in some way 
hat may be safe to ourselves, and just to 
them. We wish to obtain provisions by 
law, which will secure freedom at some 
certain age, and provide for their instruc- 
tion and preparation for liberty. We 
believe that it we were willing to let this 
people go, by the divine blessing attending 
our exertions, it may be accomplished. 








know)~-surrender to him that life, liberty,|) 


We theretore ask your prayers to the Di- 
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vine being for his blessing on the work. 
We solicit your influence in society, that 
we may becomea willing people to do 
justice to the long afflicted sons of Africa. 
We solicit your co-operation in petition- 
ing the legislature for such matters, as we 
pray for in our printed petitions. There 
is certainly much for Christians to do in 
the great work of meliorating the condi- 
ion of colored people. And first,when these 
people have fallen into their own hands 
why can they not do justice to them? Is 
there any thing wanting but a firm resolu- 
tion to do right? Thereby, it is in the 
power of all who hold these people, to 
forbid the chains of perpetual bondage to 
meet the offspring of their slaves, at their 
entrance into life—they have it in their 
power to say they shall be free—they 
have it in their power to say they shall 
receive instruction to prepare them for 
liberty—they have it in their power to 
say those kindred ties of nature which 
bind the affections of husband and wife, 
parent and child, shall not be broken.— 
Long has christianity blushed to see her 
votaries joined in alliance with all the ty- 
rannical principles of depraved human 
nature, and by their example and influ- 
ence, aiding the demon of Slavery in her 
daring march to prostrate the dearest 





rights of man, and sport with the tender- 
est feelings of the human soul. Surely 
it is time that Christians withdraw their! 
assistance from this fearful work; it is, 
time to remember the responsible station 
they hold in society; it is time to cleanse 
their own hands from the blood of their 
brethren. Let Christians set the exam- 
ple of returning to duty. May slavery 
be done away by our voluntary consent, 
and not by the hand of avenging justice. 
May gospel piety and equal liberty guard 
our land, and make it a name and a praise 
in the earth, until the wheels of time shall 
cease to roll. 
Done in Convention, and signed by or- 
der, in behalf of the Committee, the 
17th Aug. 1824, 


JOHN CALDWELL, Chairman. 


The number of slaves for which claims 





Board of Commissioners now sitting at 
Washington, is from 3,600 to 7,000, the 
claims, exclusive of other property com- 
ing within the provision of the treaty, 
amount to nearly three millions of dollars. 


Moral, Retretous, Manumission Society 
Of West Tennessee. 

We the undersigned having fully con- 
sidered the subject of Tyranny and Sla- 
very as practised by individuals on their 
brethren in our neighbourhood, and else- 
where in America; and being fully con- 
vinced that it exceeds any other crime in 
magnitude. 

Ist. In motive—being moved thereto 
by the ‘‘world, the flesh and the devil,” 
or with pride and laziness. 

2d. In the execution, it is cruel and 
unjust. 

8d. In the consequences, ignorance, 
hardness of heart and inhumanity are 
produced. This ignorance of right and 
wrong is manifested in the words and 
actions of tyrant and slave and all of those 
who approve of the practice in others. 
They go forth in practical intidelity and 
irreligion, which tend to destroy the bles- 
sings of christianity and republicanism, 
as they exist in this otherwise happy 


land. 


Under the fullest conviction of these 
truths, and being fully convinced of the 
necessity of some means being adopted 
toremove this great evil from our land; 
and viewing it as a duty that we owe te 
ourselves, to the present and future gen- 
erations, and to God in Christ our Saviour. 
Under these considerations, and to do 
our part in removing this great calamity, 
we do agree to form ourselves into a.so- 
ciety to be called the “‘Moral, Religious, 
Manumission Society” of West Tennes- 
see; for the better regulation of which 
we have agreed to adopt the following 
articles as our constitution: 


CONSTITUTION 
OF THE 
Moral, Religious, Manumission Society of 
West Tennessee. 
Art. 1. This Society shall consist of 





not less than five members, nor of more 


for indemnity have been presented to the}jthan fifteen. Whenever there is a greut- 
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er number, they shall split, and form a 
new branch. 

Art. 2. At their first meeting, they 
shall elect three of their members to 
serve as Directors for one year withou 
pay or emolument; one of whom shall 
preside at each meeting, and whose duty 
as president will be to keep order, to 
propose questions, to call the vote when 
necessary, Xc. 

Art. 3. All questions in the Society 
shall be decided by a majority—rising or 
sitting. 

Art. 4. As the Society disclaims all 
right or power to tax its members, all 
monies therefore, used by the society 
must arise from contribution or donation, 
of which the directors shall be trustees 
and shall account for the same to their 
successors in office. 

Art. 5. This Society shall meet four 
times a year (to wit:) onthe fourth day 
of July, (which shall be styled their an- 
nual meeting) on the 22d. of September, 
on the 25th. of December, and on the 
22d. of March, which are to be called 
quarterly meetings. 

Art. 6. As we believe that enslaving 
our brethren is the greatest act of prac- 
tical infidelity and is absolutely incom- 
patible with the spirit of christianity; 
and as we think that the Gospel of Christ 
if believed would remove personal slave- 
ry at once, by destroying the will in the 
tyrant to enslave, and as we believe that 
the glory is due to Christ alone, and that 
it cannot be given to another, we do agree 
to hold it up to others, to the best of our 
skill, so as to convince them of this truth. 


Art. 7. As we believe that slavery will 
exist, while men of talents are willing to 
tyrannize, and as we are convinced that 
nothing but the moral, or religious prin- 
ciple can make men unwilling to tyran- 
nize, we therefore deem it unnecessary to 
make use of any other means but argu- 
ment. 

Art. 8. None that own or hold slaves 
can be admitted as members of this 
society. 

Art. 9. All monies given to this society 





ality and irreligion of private, tyranny. 

Art. 10. As soon as the funds of the 
society shall permit, the Directors shall 
subscribe for twelve copies of the ‘‘Ge- 
nius of Universal Emancipation,”’ to scat- 
ter through the different neighbourhoods 
around the country. 

Art. 11. A copy of this constitution 
with an address to the manumission as- 
sociations of Tennessee, shall be sent to 
Benjamin Lundy for publication in the 
‘Genius of Universal Emancipation.” 

Art. 12. This constitution may be ad- 
ded to, amended or altered by the con- 
sent of two thirds of the members. 


ADDRESS. 

Citizens of Maury county! Professors! 
Brethren! . 

We have come before you. We have 
spread our constitution in your view.— 
The stand we have taken and our views 
are plain to your minds. Examine for 
yourselves and for your children. The 
question is of the deepest interest. Pass 
it not over lightly. Judge with a right- 
eous judgment. The cause of the father- 
less and the widow is before you. The 
well-being of the present and future gen- 
erations depends on your decision. The 
declarative glory of God, the Gospel of 
Christ and the prosperity of your coun- 
try are involved in the question. If ty- 
ranny may be exercised and slavery in- 
flicted by a Christian, a follower of Christ, 
a converted person, then we are wrong, 
and the slave holder is right; the pur- 
chaser of his brethren is doing no sin; 
but if you agree with us that it is incom- 
patible with, and contrary to the gospel 
of Christ and the christian faith and 
practice, then let the world know your 
opinion; show forth your testimony; and 
let your light shine. 

We meet on Saturday the 25th. of De- 
cember, at ten o’clock in the forenoon, 
at the Republican Meeting house, six 
miles south of Columbia, where we would 
be glad to meet all the friends of manu- 
mission, to receive their advice and as- 
sistance. By order of the Society, _ 


Wa. Mack, 
Constantine Mack, 





shall be laid out for the purpose of 
spreading this truth (to wit:) the Gee 


Lemus: D. Mack. 
December 18th, 1824. Directors. 
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MEMORIAL TO CONGRESS. 

[ The following is a copy of a memorial 
recently presented to Congress, from the 
General Association of the Manumission 
Society of North Carolina, convened at 
Deep River Meeting House, Guilford 
County, on the 16th day of the 10th mo 
(October) 1824. ] 


To the Senate and House of Representativ 
of the United States, in Congress assem- 
bled— 

We, yourmemorialists, the members, 
of the Manumuission Society of North-Car- 
o/ma, jor promoting the gradual abolition) 
of Slavery, being convened in General 
Association, and having taken into consid-| 
eration the subject of Slavery, which un-||: 
happily pervades a considerable portion 
ef our country, and im many parts pre-| 
vails to an alarming degree, take the lib-| 

erty to suggest to your honourable bady,. 
that we sincerely deprecate the evil, with! 
its consequences, which may fall heavily 








on these states, at some future period, 
. } 
if t e sys i 


and we know not how soon. 
tein of slavery be not abolished in our 
country; if the sin of oppression be not) 
done away from among us. W hich 1 Is pro-| 
gressing in some parts with rapid strides, 
it bids fair to overturn our free institu-| 
tions. 

It is hardly necessary, at this time, to’ 
call to mind what Congress declared to 
the world, int e year 1776, when the 
members of that body denounced slavery ||s 
us unjust, and appealed to the Judge of, 
the world for the rectitude of their inten- 
tions; when they revolted at the idea of 





despotism, and determined, if they hved, 
at ail, to live free. At this day, it is ad- 
mitted by most men of common under- 
standing, that slavery is wrong in princi- 
pie, and wrong in practice: —yet, notwith- 
standing this is known and felt by many, 
our laws (which are said to be founded 
on our free institutions of government, )| 
tolerate it, and we still, as 2 nation, andl 
as individuals, keep up a practice, con 
trary to the principles of justice and hu- 
mianity, and contrary to the Christian 
religion and sound policy; and which will 


will, probably, be said that Congress has 
not power to control the States, where- 
in the system of slavery has long been 

kept up—(and it may be measurably so.) 
But Congress has power to regulate com- 
merce with the several States; with tor- 
eign nations; andwith the Indian tribes. 
If they have a right to interfere with the 


es||Indians, who are a coloured people, w hy 


may they not interfere with a trafhe in 
negroes, in the bosom of ouy country, 
which is a crime of the deepest dye/— 
Sut is not slavery tolerated in t).e District 
of Columbia, where Congress has. the 
privilege ot exclusive legislation? We 
believe that Congress, if so disposed, 
way promote the abolition of the prac- 
tice, and that it may finally be done away 
in these States; though it may, perhaps, 
|be necessary for each State,the slavehold- 
ing, as well as others, to take an active 
part, in their Legislative capacities, and 
make a common cause of it, for the good 
of the nation and a large portion of the hu- 
man race. We cannot see the difference 
in the criminality between pirates on 
the ocean, and those who commit similar 
offences on land. ‘The traders in human 
ifles:, march unmolested through our 
country, from north to south, with their 
human booty—the traffic to Africa for 
slaves is denounced as piracy, but that 
which is tolerated amongst us. is a branch 
of the same root, and in principle the 
same; and to be abolished, needs some- 
t ing more to be done. If the trade 
among individuals from one state to an- 
other could be done away; if human 


flesh were no longer considered negotia- 
‘ble property, the nefarious trafhic would 
jcease; and regulations might be made, so 


that none should be born slaves after a 
certain date. If that could take place, 


ithe system of slavery would expire of 


course. We have a large number of 
slaves in our state, and in an adjoining 
state, it is said, that the colored people 
are more numerous than the whites.— 
Yet the traders in slaves are pouring 
them in up n the Southern States by 
droves, like cattle for market, many of 








fix an indelible stigina on the chiracter 
ef the government, if persisted in. It 


whom are chained, sometimes seven or 
eight together ! !—If Such evils ought not 





i 
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' duct, that the evil was entailed upon us 


+ We! 
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to claim the attention of the: legislative 
bodies, we are much mistaken. It ts 
said by some, in justification of their con- 


under a former government, before we 
were an independent nation, and that we 
cannot rid ourselves of the oppressive 
system now. Did not our government 
take the evil upon itself, when it permit 
ted slavery to exist under our free In- 





stitutions,and when it was in its power, to, 
preventits spreading any further amongus! 2 
It indeed, rests with ourselves, with ihe 
nation, to say, whether the system of op- 
pression shall continue longer among us, 

than aniong other civilized nations 

ave an ofler from the govern-) 
ment of Hayti, to receive as many of the 
colored popul: ition from among us, as Wwe 
may thiak proper to send, and it ts bernie 
stood that they will there be admitted to} 
equality with themselves. If we were wil- 
ling,that government could take a consid- 
erable part of our black population; we 
therefore think this subject worthy the at-) 
tention of the National Legislature, and 
hope you will feel disposed to ) promote their 
emigration while opportunity serves.—) 
This pluee being convenient, it seems to. 
be within the power of thé Southern 
states, gradually to effect it, with the pa) 
tronage of the general government. It) 
is said, the British government ts about! 
to abolish the system in its colomes, and 
that the colonies or governments of Span- 
ish America have mostly done so, Shall 
the United States persist insucha practice, 

while those governments have condemned 
and abolished it?—Shall they still retuse| 
to do justice to t ose who are in their 
power? Shall they hold nearly a fifth part 
of their population in unconditional slave- 
ry, and at the same time exult in their 
adherence to republican principles! 

We hope your body will not pass hg!tly 
over this national evil, which we consider 
to be the sin of oppression, and ought to 
be abolished among us, even if they could 
not be sent off. But we wish to promote 
emigration to Hayti, as it will preclude 
any further apprehensions among us after 
they are liberated. 











Although we do not wish to dictate, 


PEE ET LT OE SET LIC LITE I FY) 
|yet we feel it a duty on us, to express 
our feelings, and our wishes, as a part of 
the community, whose weliare we are 
solicitous to promote, and hope you may 
be endowed with wisdom, to put some 
plan in operation, that may ultimately ac- 
complish so desirable an object, and have 
a tendency to avert the impending judg- 
ments of Heaven on account of this great 
national evil. 

We are respectfully your’s, &c. 

Signed by order of the General Asso- 
ciation of the Manumission Society, held 
at Deep River Meeting House, in Guil- 
‘ord county, North Carolina, on the 16th 
day of 10th month (October) 1824. 

Ricuarp Menpenuatu, Pres’t. 

Aaron CorFin, Secretary. 


ANOTHER NEW BRANCH 

Of the Manumission Society of North 

Carolina. 

Ata meeting of a number of the citi- 
zens of Guilford and Randolph counties, 
in North Carolina, convened at Spring- 
field, Guilford county, on the 27th day of 
the first month (January) 1825, to take 
into consideration the condition of the 
people of colour:—Alexander Gray was 
called to the chair, and Allen U. Tomlin- 
son chosen Secretary. 

After mature deliberation, it was agreed 
to form an Association, to be known by 
the name of ‘The Spring field Branch of 
the Manumission Society of North Caro- 
lina.” 

The meeting proceeded to ballot for 
officers; and it appeared that Thomas T’. 
Hunt was elected President; Allen U, 
Tomlinson, Secretary; and Eli Haworth, 
‘Treasurer. 

The President, elect, then took the 
chair, and the House proceeded to busi- 
ness 

On motion of A. U. Tomlinson, Eli Ha- 

worth and Joseph Hunt were appointed 
to prepare a draught of Rules and Kegu- 
lations for the government of this Asso- 
ciation, and produce the same to the next 
meeting 
Adjourned to meet on first 7th. day of 3d. 

Mo. 1825, Tuos, T. Hunt, Pres’t. 

Auten U. Tomuinson, Sec’ry. 
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WUS eS? BOW Wik. 


Americans, plead for the rights of mankind— 
Of the bond-man, as well as the free: 
Unrivet the fetters of body and mind, 
*Neath the shade of your “Liberty Tree.” 











The following lines, copied from the: Anti-Sla- 
very Magazine, depict an interesting scene 
in Africa. They allude to the circumstance 
of a kidnapper, having been caught and re-| 
duced to the state of slavery, to which he 
had consigned another. 


Beneath the ceyba’s ample shade, 
Its branches wide expanding, 
A solitary Negro maid 
With anxious gaze is standing. 
She listens, breathless, to the sound 
Of footsteps near approaching; 
Shall guest unbidden there be found 
On that retreat encroaching? 
“O why so long away,” she cried, 
«Where does my own love tarry? 
‘¢He comes, he comes to claim his bride, | 
«‘Me far from hence to carry.” 
A stranger visage meets her eye, 
Scowling with malignant pleasure; 
Is no protecting lover nigh, 
To hear that scream, to guard that trea- 
sure? 
‘‘Nay, shriek not, maiden; none are near: 
‘¢And vain is all resistance; 
‘We may be interrupted here, 
‘‘See my canoe in yonder distance,” 
The spoiler o’er his shoulder flung 
His unresisting prey: 
Pale, passive, motionless she hung, 
Unconscious of the way. 
And now his boat is on the sea, 
To yonder ship his victim bearing; 
And now it stops:—O where is she?— 
On board that ship,—its horrors sharing 
Not unobserv’d the spoiler went, 
Nor from pursuit is screen’d: 
Two Negroes, on her rescue bent, 
Are near the heartless fiend. 
«Monster, thy life had forfeit paid 
“‘For this accursed deed; 
‘‘But that the snare for others laid 
‘*Awaits thee at thy utmost need. 
“Thy neck, in turn, shall feel the chain, 
**And quit it shalt thou never,” 
He hears, he pleads, he raves in vain, 
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Condemn’d to be a slave for ever. 
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